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Polish-Ukrainian Commission 
on Transboundary Rivers 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Water Framework Directive compels the 
Member States to ensure proper coordination 
with the third states to achieve the WFD’s 
aims. 
In Poland, international cooperation on 
transboundary river basin districts has a long 
tradition. 
The International Bug River Basin District 
has an area of 39,4 km2 and includes north-
east Ukraine (27,41 % of the river basin 
area), south-west Belarus (23,35 % of the 
river basin area) and central-east Poland 
(49,24 % of the river basin area).  
In respect to length, run-off, as well as the 
basin area, Bug is like the other European 
rivers such as Odra, Rhine or Elbe. 
In the border area, the Bug sub-basin is 
mainly characterized by agricultural features, 
however an industrial area is located within 
the upper region. It is worth stressing that in 
Poland, the Bug flows to Zegrzy� ski water 
reservoir, whose main function is to supply 
the city of Warsaw with drinking water. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
PROBLEMS 
 
·  Different administration structures in 

Poland, Belarus and Ukraine mean 
different objectives as well as water 
management principles. This has made 
cooperation to create a single water 
management within the basin difficult. 

·  There were no significant breakdowns 
observed within the Bug River Basin 
District in the previous years, however 
industrial infrastructure as well as 
pipelines crossing the river bed highlight 
a potential risk. The fact that no single 
emergency plan exists may also be a 
threat to society as well as to rescuers. 

·  The natural characteristics of the Bug 
river bed is conducive to creation of 
embacles and bank and bed erosion, 
which may increase flood risk and/ or 
cause state border shifts as a result of 
river bed change. 

·  Water quality in the Bug is influenced by 
agricultural and municipal pollution 
sources. There is significant danger of 
water pollution caused by pesticides’ and 
hazardous substances’ dumps located in 
the upper part of the river basin district. 
Since the Bug is used as a drinking water 
resource, measures aiming at improving 
the water quality should be conducted 
within the whole river basin. 
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SOLUTIONS 
 
·  In September 1996, the governments of 

Poland and Ukraine entered into an 
Agreement on Cooperation on 
Transboundary Rivers. In order to 
implement resolutions of the agreement, a 
Polish-Ukrainian Commission on 
Transboundary Rivers was appointed. 
Five working groups were set up within 
the Commission. Each group is 
responsible for a single water 
management aspect: 

- Working Group on Transboundary Rivers 
Planning, 

- Working Group on Transboundary Rivers 
Protection, 

- Working Group on Flood Protection, 
River Engineering and Melioration, 

- Working Group on Hydrometeorology 
and Hydrogeology, 

- Working Group on Emergency.  
The Working Groups organize meetings, 
workshops and training activities as well 
as put forward to the Commission 
applications for accomplishing the most 
important measures.  

·  Permanent cooperation between the 
Commission and the Border Guard has 
been established. 
 

 
 

 
BENEFITS 
 
·  Information flow, measures coordination 

and decision making processes are 
improved due to direct contact of the 
institutions responsible for water 
management. 

·  Common objectives and joint actions in 
the field of water management. 

·  Common measures aiming to keep the 
state border unchanged. 

·  Initiating and coordinating actions 
supporting river basin management as 
well as the WFD implementation, 
including Interreg projects realization. 
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